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(jreetings, 

'The goddess Ylstarte was worsliipped for at [east a miffennium before Clirist. Slie was named and rever

enced in different ways among tfie cu[tures of tfie ancient Midd[e and 1'/s,ar 'Easti tfie eady J-iebrews cd[ed lier 

Ylslitoretli. 5lt first slie was worsliipped primari[y as a goddess of abundance and fertifity1 but as lier curt spread; 

lier aspects mu[tipfrei; and slie became a goddess of maturity1 of fove1 and of war. It is dear tfiat sfie was identi

fied witli Jlplirodite and o/enus1 Islitar1 amd Isis by tfieir own foffowers. 

In tfie twentietfi century1 tfie searcli for tfie goddess is on again. 'Women liave asserted tliemse[ves in many 

ways1 and liave discovered tfie pforafrty of tfieir own being. 'They strugg[e to recognize and assimifote tfiese 

aspects1 spiritua[ and se;ui,al nurturing and destructive1 intuitive and rational and tliey strugg[e to gain tfie means 

and confidence to bdance tfiese aspects in tlieir dai[y frves. In tliis spirit of adventure and crisis1 Ylstarte was 

conceived and dedicated to a goddess wlio was among tfie most ancient1 many-faceted; and universa[ in liistory. 

'The magazine's goa[ is to fiear and represent tfie voices of botli men and women describing tfiese struggfos 

and discoveries. It see~ to represent tfie visua[ and verba[ arts as we[[ as tlie liumanities1 induding sucli discipfrnes 

as liistory and pliifosopliy. I ts focus is focal ref[ecting tfie editors ' desire to represent tfie voices to be lieard in tfieir 

own p[ace and time. 

Jlnotlier of Ylstarte 's goals is to sponsor readings1 performances1 and simi{ar events in tlie fiope of nurtur

ing a spirit of community among foca[ artists1 writers1 and scfio{ars. 'The magazine liopes tliis wi{{ provide a forum 

for snaring between painters and poets1 liistorians and scu(ptors1 professionals and students. 

!Friends 

Jean 'Benefidd 

'Thomas J-l. 'Brown 

'Donna 'Burgess 

'Dr. & Mrs . JolinS. Co[ey 

JldaLong 

James Mersmann 

Soutli'Trust 'Bank.of JI[abama 'J{JI 

Jlnn 'Wliitakp 

Ylstarte wou[c{ [ik!, to tliank, tfie 1.15l'13 'Department of 'Eng[isli for tfie use of its 

space and equipment and its ~riends for tlieir monetary support. 'The editors also 

offer tfieir sincere g ratitude to tfie ~ive Points Soutli Minuteman Press and 'The 

(jrapliic Zone for tlieir generosity witli materials and k,now{edge. 
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