The Advising Center and You

Advisors are stocked with a wealth of knowledge about the ins
and outs of each major and are willing to share their advice to
help the student follow their dreams and get into a major that
will be most conducive to lifelong happiness. At least, the kind
of happiness that can be accessed with a college degree.

Freshmen and new transfer students are required to
meet with an advisor instead of picking classes on their own,
perhaps because of the advisor’s access to the materials to
help students better understand degree requirements, course
selection, and schedule planning. It can be daunting for new
students to learn what it means to build a proper schedule.
Campus maps without any real basis to understand the dis-
tance between buildings can be confusing. 8 AM classes are to
be avoided at all costs, but to a student that is used to having
their parents get them up and out of the door from their home
at 7 AM, it may seem like a part of the usual educational pro-
cess. It can be difficult to initially grasp the process of choos-
ing courses that apply to your major directly and the idea that
a single class can apply to two separate facets of one’s con-
centration. Advisors have experience with these pitfalls, and
much like academic sherpas, can help inexperienced travelers
reach the summit of graduation.

Advisors are not only there for the process of helping stu-
dents understand classes they may potentially take, but also
to give students every available resource that they need to suc-
ceed in said classes. An important part of the job description
of an academic advisor is to refer students to resources that
can help them succeed in their chosen field of study. The most
important and helpful resources differ from major to major,
and sometimes even between different concentrations within
the same major. These may include resources like writing cen-
ters and clubs, which unite many people in the same path of
schooling. These clubs are quite valuable for students to gain a
deeper understanding of their path, as they are almost always
moderated by professors that have already been successful
in the real world with skills they have learned at school. In
addition to advice from people that have had experience in
the world at large, the clubs can be valuable forums in which
students can form lifelong connections which can be useful
not only for growing as a person, but also with the process of
searching for a job after graduation.

Academic advisors are in a unique position to properly
guide new students, and are a decidedly underutilized re-
source. Next time you find yourself registering for classes,

consider these advisors when making big decisions.





