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(jreetings, 

'"I1u godae.ss .Plstarte was worsfrippuf for at feast a milknmum befort Clirist. Slie was named and rever­
enced in different ways among tlie cultures of tlie ancient Middle and 9{f,ar 'EA.Sti tlie earCy !Hebrews cafkd lier 
.Plslitoretli. Ylt first slie was worsfripped primarily as a godae.ss of abundance and fertiEty, but as lier cult spread, 
lier aspects multipfied, and slie became a godae.ss of maturity, of fove, and of war. Slie was identified witli Ylpliro­
dite, Islitar, and 'Venus 6y tlieir own foffowers. 

In tlie twentietli century, tlie searcli for tlie godae.ss is on again. 'Women Ii.ave asserted tliemse(ves in many 
ways, and Ii.ave discovered tlie plurality of tlieir own being. 'I1iey struggk to recognize and assimilate tliese 
aspects, spiritual an.a se~ nurturing and tkstructive, intuitive and rational, and tliey struggk to gain tlie means 
and confolence to balance tliese aspects in tlieir daily fivtS. In tliis spirit of aaventurt and crisis, Ylstarte was con­
ceived and dedicated to a godae.ss wlio was among tlie most ancient, man.yf acetuf, and universal in liistory. 

'"I1u magazine s goal is to Ii.ear and represent tlie voias of 6otli. men and women at.scribing tlitSe struggks 
and discoveries. It suk§ to represent tlie visual and ver6af arts as wel{ as tlie liumani.ties, including sucli disciplines 
as liistory and pliilosopfty. Its focus is focal, refkcting tlie founders I at.sires to represent tlie voices to be lieard in 
tlieir own place and time. 

Ylnotlier of .Plstarte 's goals is to sponsor readings, peifonnanas, and similar events in tlie Ii.ope of nurtur­
ing a spirit of commumty among (oca{ artists, writers, and sdwlars. 'Du magazine hOptS tliis wif£ provide a forum 
for sliaring between painters and poets, lii.storians and sculptors, prof~ionals and students. 

Friends 

Jean Benefield 
Thomas H. Brown 
Donna Burgess 
Robert Collins 
Dr. & Mrs. John S. Coley 
Ted Haddin 
Ada Long 
James Mersmann 
South Trust Bank of Alabama N A 
Ann Whitaker 

.Plstarte wouuf Cikr, to t~ tlie 'Wif.'B 'Departmetit of 'Engfisli for tlie use of its space and equipment and 
its patrons for tlieir monetary support. '"I1u editors also effer tlieir sincere ara,tituae to 'TransYlmerica Press. 5f.dai­

tionally, we e;r__tentf special tliank§ to tlie 'Engfisli 'Department's secretary, Juay 'l.lnderfiifl. 
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