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(jreetings, 

, '11ie gotfaess Jtstarte was WOTSfripu{ for at feast a millennium 6efore Clirist. Slie was namea ana reverencetf in aifftrent ways 
among tlie cultures of tlie ancient Muuffe ana '11(/ar 'East; tlie ear!y :Jlwrews caffd lier Jtslitoretli. Jf.t first slie was worsliipetf primari£y as 
a gotfaess of a6unaance ana fertili.ty, 6ut as lier cu{t spreaa, lier aspects multipCiea, ana slie 6ecame a gotfaess of maturity, of love, ana of 
wa.r. Slie was iaentifid witli Jf.pliroaite, Islitar, ana 'Venus 6y tlieir own followers. 

In tlie tWtntietli century, tlie searcli for tlie gotfaess is on again. 'Women lia:ue assertetf tliem.sefves in many ways, ana Ii.ave ais. 
coveretf tlie plurality of tlieir own 6eing. '11iey struggk to recognize ana a.ssimifat:e tliese aspects, spiritual ana se.zy,af, nurturing ana 
aestructive, intuitive ana rational, ana tlrey struggk to gain tlie means ana confo{ence to 6alance tliese aspects in tlieir aaify fives. In tliis 
spirit of aaventure ana crisis, Astarte was conceivetf ana aeaicat:ea to agoaaess wlio was among tlie most ancient, manyfacetea, ana uni­
versal in Iii.story. 

'11ie magazines goal is to liear ana represent tlie voices of 6otli men ana women aescri6ing tliese struggks ana aiscoveries. It seef:J 

to represent tlie visual ana ver6al arts as wt ,-;==============================:--- a pliilosopliy. Its focus is focal 
ref{ecting tlie founaers' at.sire to represent v 

Jf.notlier of Astarte's goals is to s 
among focal artists, writ:ers, ana scliofars. 
ana sculptors, professionals ana stutknts. 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Mervyn H. Sterne 
Library 

91713th Street South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35294 

'11u, 9(.atfterine 'l(jng Crofey 
:Jl.wara, a casft. prize awarau{ 

annua[{y to an artist 6y Astarte, 
is snared tfiis year 6y visual artist 

(jina Litfterfani and poet 
Shannon Sinitn. 'IMir work..is 
featured on pages 6, 16, 21, & 

tfte cover. 

~ of nurturing a spirit of community 
ween painters ana p~ts, liistorians 

Astarte, f u.nauf 6y its !frienas, is pu.6fisfutf 6iannu.a[[y. 'I<iefits revert to tfu artist upon pu.6Cication. 'Io 6ecomi an Astarte !Friend antf receive a one­
year su.6scription, sentf a cfiecf.:.jor J 10 or mere paya6fe to Astarte to: Astarte, C/0 'Binningfiam 5'lrt 5'lssociation, P.O. 'Bo~ 425, 'Binningfiam, .9LL 

35201-0425; O'l{_Astarte, C/0 W11.'B, '.Dept. ef 'F,ng{isli, 'University Station, 'Binningliam, !JlL 35294. 
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Dedicated in memory of Anne Chouteau 
1959-1993. 
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