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Greetings, Astarte, Vol. 4 [1994], Art. 2

 The goddess Astarte was worshiped for at least a millennium before Christ. She was named and reverenced in different ways
amony the cultures of the ancient Middle and Near East; the early Hebrews called fier Ashitoreth. At first she was worshiped primarily as
a goddess of abundance and fertility, but as her cult spread, her aspects multiplied, and she became a goddess of maturity, of love, and of
war. She was identified with Aphrodite, Ishtar, and Venus by their own followers.

In the twentieth century, the search for the goddess is on again. Women have asserted themselves in many ways, and fave dis-
covered the plurality of their own being. They struggle to recognize and assimilate these aspects, spiritual and sexual, nurturing and
destructive, intuitive and rational, and they struggle to gain the means and confidence to balance these aspects in their daily lives. In this
spirit of adventure and crisis, Astarte was conceived and dedicated to a goddess who was amonyg the most ancient, many-faceted, and uni-
versal in history.

The magazine's goal is to fear and represent the voices of both men and women describing these struggles and discoveries. It seeks
to represent the visual and verbal arts as we i Bifibua ff d philosophy. Its focus is local,
reflecting the founders’ desire to represent v« f( A

Another of Astarte’s goals is to sy
among local artists, writers, and scholars. ‘1
and sculptors, professionals and students.
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The Katherine King Croley
Award, a cash prize awarded
annually to an artist by Astarte,
is shared this year by visual artist
Gina Litherland and poet
Shannon Smith. Their work is
featured on pages 6, 16, 21, &
the cover.

Astarte, funded by its Friends, is published biannually. Rights revert to the artist upon publication. To become an Astarte Friend and receive a one-
year subscription, send a check for $10 or more payable to Astarte to: Astarte, C/O Birmingham Art Association, P.0. Box 425, Birmingham, AL
35201-0425; OR Astarte, C/O UAB, Dept. of English, University Station, Birmingham, AL 35294.
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