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ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS 

lJNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Jonathan L. Foster plans to complete his undergraduate studies 
in March of 2000. After graduation, he will pursue a master's 
degree in history, with a special focus on twentieth-century 
American social and political history. 

Patricia A. Matthews served as the 1998-99 President of 
UAB's Phi Alpha Theta organization and as an editor for The 
Vulcan Historical Review in 1998 and 1999. She will complete 
her undergraduate studies in June of 1999 with a double major 
in history and English. She intends to pursue graduate studies in 
the Fall of 1999. In addition to her review of Colin Platt's King 
Death, Matthews compiled the information about Birmingham
vicinity public history sites included in this journal. 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

Donna L. Cox plans to graduate in March of 2000, after com
pletion of her master's thesis, which analyzes cultural mediation 
on the Southern frontier. Her essay, "Mary Musgrove: A Case 
Study in Frontier Cultural Mediation," was named Best Paper in 
the graduate student category at the 1999 regional Phi Alpha 
Theta conference and won First Prize in UAB's Sigma Xi 
Graduate Research Day competition. Cox is the 1998-99 recipi
ent of the David Hart White Award in History. Dr. Michael N. 
McConnell is directing her thesis research. Cox has served as 
the managing editor of The Vulcan Historical Review since its 
inception in 1997. After graduation, she plans to continue writ
ing and editing in the field of history. 

Howard J. Fox III plans to complete his master's degree in 
March of 2000, after which he will pursue doctoral studies. He 
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served as the 1998-99 Secretary-Treasurer of UAB' s Phi Alpha 
Theta organization. 

J.D. Jackson plans to complete his graduate work in May, 2000. 
After graduation, he intends to continue writing and teaching, 
eventually at the college level. His areas of special interest are 
ancient and African history. He prepared his essay, "Emory 0. 
Jackson, 'The Black Moses of the Black Press,' and the Explo
sive Year of 1963," under the leadership of Dr. Harriett E. Amos 
Doss. 

Kurt E. Kinbacher plans to complete his graduate work in June 
of 2000, with a focus on American social history. After school, 
he plans to pursue a career in historical interpretation. Kin
bacher served on the 1999 editorial board of The Vulcan His
torical Review. His essay, "The Old-Time Music Craze, 1924-
29: A National Boom with an Echo in Birmingham, Alabama," 
won Second Prize in UAB' s Sigma Xi Graduate Research Day 
competition. He completed the essay under the leadership of Dr. 
Colin Davis. 

ALUMNI 

Will C. Holmes currently serves as an adjunct teacher at the 
University of South Alabama. He holds a master's degree in 
History from UAB (1998) and a J.D. from Samford University's 
Cumberland School of Law. This fall, he begins his doctoral 
work in history at the University of Georgia. His areas of inter
est include the U.S. early national period and American Consti
tutional history. 
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