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Documentary

Come, be my camera.
Let’s photograph the ant heap,
the queen ant
extruding sacks of coffee, 
my country.
It’s the harvest.
Focus on the sleeping family
cluttering the ditch.
Now, among trees:
rapid,
dark-skinned fingers
stained with honey.
Shift to a long shot:
the file of ant men
trudging down the ravine 
with sacks of coffee. 
A contrast:
girls in colored skirts
laugh and chatter,
filling their baskets
with berries.
Focus down.
A close-up of the pregnant mother
dozing in the hammock.
Hard focus on the flies
spattering her face.  
Cut.
The terrace of polished mosaics
protected from the sun. 
Maids in white aprons
nourish the ladies
who play canasta,
celebrate invasions 
and feel sorry for Cuba. 
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Izalco sleeps
beneath the volcano’s eye.
A subterranean growl
makes the village tremble. 
Trucks and ox-carts
laden with sacks
screech down the slopes.
Besides coffee
they plant angels 
in my country. 
A chorus of children
and women
with the small white coffin
move politely aside
as the harvest passes by. 
The riverside women, 
naked to the waist, 
wash clothing. 
The truck drivers
exchange jocular obscenities
for insults.
In Panchimalco,
waiting for the ox-cart to pass by,
a peasant 
with hands bound behind him
by the thumbs
and his escort of soldiers
blinks at the airplane:
a huge bee
bulging with coffee growers
and tourists.
The truck stops in the market place.
A panorama of iguanas,
chickens,
strips of meat,
wicker baskets,
piles of nances,
nísperos,
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oranges,
zunzas,
zapotes,
cheeses,
bananas,
dogs, pupusas, jocotes, 
acrid odors,
taffy candies,
urine puddles, tamarinds.
The virginal coffee
dances in the millhouse.
They strip her,
rape her, 
lay her out on the patio
to doze in the sun. 
The dark storage sheds
glimmer.
The golden coffee
sparkles with malaria,
blood,
illiteracy,
tuberculosis,
misery.
A truck roars
out of the warehouse.
It bellows uphill
drowning out the lesson:
A for alcoholism,
B for battalions,
C for corruption,
D for dictatorship, 
E for exploitation,
F for the feudal power
of fourteen families
and etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.
My etcetera country,
my wounded country,
my child,
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my tears, 
my obsession.

From Woman of the River (1989)
Translated by D. J. Flakoll

Reprinted with permission from the University of Pittsburgh Press
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