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Lauren Goodwin Slaughter

BEFORE THE BIRTH OF

Who doesn’t know her
molten spill, the hot locks

Zephyrus blew into style
perpetual, the graceful fistful

of split-ends that hide the beauty’s
newly-wooled pudenda?

But figure all those floating years
before the shell ship wrecked

her lazing in the tonsured sunset
of a cup, drifting just to drift

on green swirling maybe
letting her lids seal fractals,

fingers dip and groove that wet salt
feeling for smooches of the curious

cloud-strokes—uvital, raw, briny—
divulged entirely.
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