LMBLIBRARIES

The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Birmingham Poetry Review

Volume 44 BPR - Spring 2017 Article 90

2017

Chapel (1963)

Terry Savoy

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr

b Part of the Creative Writing Commons, and the English Language and Literature Commons

Recommended Citation
Savoy, Terry (2017) "Chapel (1963)," Birmingham Poetry Review: Vol. 44, Article 90.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol44/iss2017/90

This content has been accepted for inclusion by an authorized administrator of the UAB Digital Commons, and is
provided as a free open access item. All inquiries regarding this item or the UAB Digital Commons should be
directed to the UAB Libraries Office of Scholarly Communication.


https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol44
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol44/iss2017/90
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol44%2Fiss2017%2F90&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol44%2Fiss2017%2F90&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/455?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol44%2Fiss2017%2F90&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol44/iss2017/90?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol44%2Fiss2017%2F90&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://library.uab.edu/office-of-scholarly-communication/contact-osc

Savoy: Chapel (1963)

Terry Savoie

Chapel (1963)

What I still see with a calm, almost affectionate
eye are Sunday morning’s shafts of sunlight

in late spring, that brilliant glare breaking

in through six of the twelve apostles on
the eastside stained-glass windows, a blast of sun

in rainbow refractions filtering through constellations

of otherwise miniscule, unseen dust motes to land on
two hundred adolescent boys in black, black suits,

black ties, backs stiffened & braced to suffer yet

one more hour on rough, wooden kneelers
as the choir in the loft intoned the feast’s antiphon

in “plain repeated cadences” of Gregorian chant, no

flats, no sharps, no half notes, no inkling, none,
of life’s uncertainties to come as the dust

danced its Otherwise, & history, as

always, waited its turn patiently,
waiting in the vestibule to be written.
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