LB IBRARIES

The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Birmingham Poetry Review

Volume 43 BPR - Spring 2016 Article 41

2016

Elegy for Before, Behind, Between, Above, Below

Richard Hague

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr

b Part of the Creative Writing Commons, and the English Language and Literature Commons

Recommended Citation

Hague, Richard (2016) "Elegy for Before, Behind, Between, Above, Below," Birmingham Poetry Review: Vol.
43, Article 41.

Available at: https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol43/iss2016/41

This content has been accepted for inclusion by an authorized administrator of the UAB Digital Commons, and is
provided as a free open access item. All inquiries regarding this item or the UAB Digital Commons should be
directed to the UAB Libraries Office of Scholarly Communication.


https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol43
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol43/iss2016/41
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol43%2Fiss2016%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol43%2Fiss2016%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/455?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol43%2Fiss2016%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.uab.edu/bpr/vol43/iss2016/41?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.uab.edu%2Fbpr%2Fvol43%2Fiss2016%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://library.uab.edu/office-of-scholarly-communication/contact-osc

Hague: Elegy for Before, Behind, Between, Above, Below

Richard Hague

Elegy for Before, Behind, Between,
Above, Below

after Donne’s “On His Mistress Going to Bed”

This is good: you, the pious clergyman,

doing it as us randy lesser men must do: omnivorous,
explorative, privateer of desire, the Drake

of her several oceans, alpinist

of her upthrust whitenesses,

excited skater-of-edges,

hand-spanning her silken reaches,

her thatched shires,

her musky fingerling precincts.

And better: she, inviting,

cave, strand, sheaves of unfolded linen,
moist purse gorged with gems and treasure,
she, open as the ocean to the oceanographer,
awash with consummatory tides

(which God has blessed and smiles upon),
and heaving against the shores

of you her naked wild beauty,

her moaning holy siren’s song

in your delighted shipwrecked ear—

Oh, Donne—

body’s world, the life

you made of love,

compassed and encompassing,
part and whole, onenesses
conceiving and conceived—

94 BPR

Published by UAB Digital Commons, 2016



Birmingham Poetry Review, Vol. 43 [2016], Art. 41

unmapped is the map, and lost
the lovely way:

Oh, Donne,
Donne.
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